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voluntary work, which is the social obligation of every worker,
though not by any means carried out by all the workers. The
club caters for the children from three schools in the neighbour-
hood. The cultural supervisor for the out-of-school activities of
each school works in close contact with the club. There is
considerable interchange of information and frequent discussion
between the club and the Heads of the schools and pedagogical
sections. Psychological and pedagogical help is also received from
Narkompros.1 The club is thus linked up with the home through
its parents' committee, with the factory, and with the Commis-
sariat of Education, and with the political life through the
Director as a member of the Communist Party. The members of
the Union of Old Bolsheviks come and talk to the children.
There is contact with children abroad through Mopr (Inter-
national Workers' Defence Society). German schoolchildren
have visited the club.
The building has been made as attractive as was possible.
What was the body of the church is now the hall for assemblies,
dancing, and mass activities. Decorated with pictures, posters and
slogans, the greatest prominence is given to one of Lenin's dicta,
"Without books there is no knowledge; without knowledge
there is no Communism." There is little of the obvious political
propaganda that would have confronted the visitor two years
ago, allowing for the fact that Russia is aiming at Communism.
All the children come voluntarily twice a week for two hours
each visit. The graphic arts section has three groups of children,
all of whom derive pleasure and satisfaction from this form of
self-expression. After a year or two of tuition, the really gifted
child will, at the age of fifteen or sixteen, enter an art technicum
for further training in art. The art master showed me some of the
children's work, which held considerable promise. All of it was
gay and lively. Political subjects were decidedly in a minority.
Still life seemed very popular. Twelve children have formed
themselves into an artists' brigade. They are the enthusiasts.
dub is their base. From here they go to draw old Moscow,
i The Commissariat of Educaticm*